LAURA A NATHAN BENEDIKTOVI, JEJICH SYN ALFRED A VNUCKA RUTH

Laura Benediktovd
Gertruda Benediktovd
Syn Alfréd

Snacha Gertruda
Vnucka Ruth

Nathan Benedikt se narodil 21. 2. 1871 v Troubkach u Prerova, kde ho jiz privital jeho starsi bratr Leopold a rodi¢e Moritz a Netty. Po Nathanovi pfisli
na svét i jeho mladsi bratfi Zikmund a Adolf. V détstvi si Nathan urcité rad hral s vliacky, protoZe se v dospélosti stal vlakvedoucim. Zanedlouho se seznamil
s Laurou Joklovou, se kterou se posléze prestéhovali do Vidné. Laura se narodila 1. 10. 1878 v Uherském Hradisti a se svou laskou Nathanem se pak ve Vidni
v roce 1903 vzali. Po roce se manzZellim Benediktovym 19. 10. 1904 narodil jejich jediny syn Alfréd. Vidné si ale maly Alfréd moc neufil, protozZe jiz v roce 1907
rodina bydlela v Plzni. Zili v byté pobliz ndmésti v Andélské 31. Laura si v tehdejsi Karlové ulici 29 zaloZila krejéovstvi , Videriskd médni sifi pro damy*, do které
uz v ¢ervenci 1907 shdnéla Svadlenky. V zati uz mohli prvni zakaznici obchod navstivit.

Alfréd vystudoval a pracoval jako soukromy bankovni Urednik. Sezndmil se s Gertrudou Blumovou, ta se 11. 10. 1905 ve Vidni narodila Maximilianovi
Blumovi a Reginé Backové. Se svym bratrem Karlem vyrUstala v hudebnim prostredi, kde se naudila hrat na klavir a Karel na housle. Karel byl tak vynikajici
houslista, Ze pozdéji hral i v Plzeriské filharmonii prvni housle. OZenil se s Gretou a pozdéji spolu méli dceru Hanu. Karla a tehdy pétiletou Hanu odvezli do
Terezina a jenom Greta se tomuto osudu vyhnula, protoze nebyla Zidovského plvodu. Gertruda a Alfréd se vzali v Praze 8. 7. 1929. Spolec¢né bydleli pravé
v Praze v ulici Chrudimska 7 a 20. 5. 1930 se jim narodila jejich jedina dcera Ruth. V dospélosti si pak Ruth uvédomila, Ze manzelstvi jejich rodi¢u nebylo tak
Stastné, jak se mohlo zdat. Domnivala se dokonce, Ze v jejich vztahu mohla byt i nevéra. Z bytu Benediktovych se ¢asto ozyvala hra na klavir, protozZe ji
Gertruda vyucovala. Mala Ruth jezdila na navstévu ke svym prarodi¢iim Laufe a Nathanovi do Plzné. Na babi a dédu se vidy moc tésila a dédeckovi radosti
skodila do klina, i kdyz uz mél v té dobé amputovanou nohu.



Alfréd mél na tehdejsi dobu nebezpecné politické nazory, byl totiz soucasti protinacistického odboje v Praze. Potfebnym pomahal utikat ze zemé, nebo
je dokonce ukryval u sebe v byté. Situace se v Ceskoslovensku neustale zhor$ovala, a tak se Gertruda s Alfrédem rozhodli poslat tehdy devitiletou Ruth v roce
1939 ze zemé pryc. Mala Ruth tedy s cennostmi ukrytymi v panence odjela do Anglie jako jedno z ,,Wintonovych déti“. Ruth zlstala v Anglii osm let, pficemz
vysttidala dvé péstounské rodiny. V Cambridge se ucila novému jazyku, angli¢tiné.

Po odjezdu malé Ruth se zacala situace pro Alfréda obzvlast komplikovat, kdyZ ho jeho sousedé udali pro jeho protinacistické aktivity a nazory. Alfréd
se tedy rozhodl utéct ze zemé. Mél namifeno do Polska, konkrétné do Krakova, protoze védél, Ze se zde nachazi docasny azyl pro ¢eskoslovenské emigranty.
Tady se také seznamil s Helenou Petrankovou. Helena se narodila jako Ackermannova 9. 4. 1904 v Bobrové na GUzemi dnesniho Slovenska. Vystudovala
farmacii a posléze pracovala v 1ékdrné v Ruzomberku. Helenka byla pfesvédéena komunistka a v roce 1937 odjela jako vypomoc do lazaretu Jana Amose
Komenského, aby oSetfovala ranéné ze Spanélské ob&anské valky. V Polsku se s Alfrédem sbliZili natolik, Ze do Sovétského svazu i pfes naro¢nou cestu dorazili
jako par. Postupem €asu se oba pfipojili k 1. ¢s. samostatné brigddé. Zatimco Alfréd bojoval v armadé, Helenka pracovala jako vrchni [ékdrnice. | kdyZ spolu
netravili vedkery ¢as, moc se milovali. U¢astnil se bojd o Sokolovo a o Kyjev. Na Silvestra roku 1944 byl zahdjen Gtok na Bilou Cerkev, kde Alfréd také bojoval.
Tato bitva se pro néj bohuzel stala osudnou. Dodnes nevime, kdy presné doopravdy zemrel. Helenka se s touto ztratou do konce Zivota nesrovnala a kazdy
dalsi rok obzvlast na Silvestra nad Alfrédem truchlila.

Kdyz Alfréd odjel do Polska, Gertruda se prestéhovala do bytu v Hodoninské 4 v Praze, kde bydlela aZ do prvniho transportu do Terezina dne 12. 2.
1942. Za ¢tyri mésice ji prevezli do Osvétimi, kde také zemfrela.

Helenka Petrankova se po valce vrétila do Ceskoslovenska, kde usilovala o ndvrat Alfrédovy dcery Ruth z Anglie. To se nakonec podafilo a
sedmndctileta Ruth se vratila zpét do Prahy. Pozdéji se provdala za Jaroslava Drahotu, ktery pracoval v textilce v HoleSovicich. Méli spolu dvé déti, Oli a
Tonyho. Po svatbé mél ale Jaroslav problém najit si zaméstnani kvili jeho manzelstvi s Ruth, ktera Zila 8 let v Anglii. To vSe se délo aZ po komunistickém
prevratu v roce 1948. 2. Unora 1951 byla podplukovnik PhMr. Helena Petrankova zatéena pfrislusniky Statni bezpecnosti. Ve vazbé byla bezdlivodné drzena
vice nez dva roky. Tam ji také ¢asto a bez vysledku vyslychali. | po tom vSem méla Helenka stdle za to, Ze Slo o chybu. Po propusténi neméla Helenka kam jit.
Nakonec si nasla podkrovni byt v Dlouhé tfidé ¢. 18 v Praze. Na zdech méla nékolik obrazl, mezi néz patfila i zvétSena fotografie Alfréda. Na jeho pocest i
prejmenovala ulici blizko jejiho bytu na Benediktskou.

Helencin zdravotni stav se zhorSoval, a tak v nemocnici dne 30. srpna 1968 zemrela. Pravé v roce 1968 bylo v dobé okupace lehéi opustit zemi, a tak
Ruth se svou rodinou odletéli do Anglie. Tam se usadili a rodina Drahotl zde Zije doted.

Ruth se po letech setkala s Nicholasem Wintonem a stali se prateli. Ruth Drahota zemrela 13. ledna 2021, jeji rodina na ni s laskou vzpomina.

Svoje prarodice prezZila o témér osmdesat let. Nathan a Laura Benediktovi byli 19. 10. 1942 deportovani do Treblinky a tam zavrazdéni.

(zpracovaly Karolina Rascheovad a Karolina Hubkovd)
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Fotografie Heleny Petrdnkové

Gertruda a Alfréd s malou Ruth/ Ruth s babi¢kou Laurou v lété 1938/ Gertrudin bratr Karel s manzelkou Grétou



Nathan Benedikt was born on February 21, 1871, in Troubky near Prerov, where he was welcomed by his older brother Leopold and parents Moritz and
Netty. After Nathan, his younger brothers Zikmund and Adolf were born. As a child, Nathan likely enjoyed playing with toy trains, as he later became a train
conductor. Before long, he met Laura Jokl, and together they moved to Vienna. Laura was born on October 1, 1878, in Uherské Hradisté, and she and Nathan
married in Vienna in 1903.

A year later, on October 19, 1904, their only son Alfréd was born. However, little Alfréd didn’t spend much of his childhood in Vienna, as the family had
moved to Plzen by 1907. They lived in an apartment near the town square at Andélska 31. Laura opened a tailoring shop called Viennese Fashion Salon for
Ladies at Karlova Street 29, where she was already advertising for seamstresses in July 1907. By September, the shop welcomed its first customers.

Alfréd studied and worked as a private banking clerk. He met Gertruda Blum, who was born on October 11, 1905, in Vienna to Maximilian Blum and Regina
Back. She and her brother Karel grew up in a musical household—she played the piano, and he the violin. Karel became such a talented violinist that he later
played first violin in the Plzent Philharmonic. He married a woman named Greta, and they had a daughter, Hana. Karel and five-year-old Hana were deported
to Terezin, while Greta avoided the same fate because she was not Jewish.

Gertruda and Alfréd married on July 8, 1929, in Prague. They lived together at Chrudimska Street 7, and on May 20, 1930, their only daughter, Ruth, was
born. As an adult, Ruth realized that her parents' marriage was not as happy as it may have seemed and even suspected infidelity. The sound of piano music
often came from their apartment, as Gertruda taught piano lessons. Little Ruth loved visiting her grandparents Laura and Nathan in Plzen. She eagerly looked
forward to the visits and would joyfully jump into her grandfather’s lap, even though he had had a leg amputated.

Alfréd held politically dangerous views for the time—he was involved in the anti-Nazi resistance in Prague. He helped people escape the country and even hid
some in his apartment. As the situation in Czechoslovakia worsened, he and Gertruda decided to send nine-year-old Ruth away in 1939. Ruth left the country
with valuables hidden in her doll as one of the “Winton’s children”. She stayed in England for eight years and lived with two different foster families while
learning English in Cambridge.

After Ruth’s departure, things became especially dangerous for Alfréd. His neighbors reported him for his anti-Nazi activities. He decided to flee the country
and headed to Poland, specifically to Krakdw, where he knew there was a temporary shelter for Czechoslovak refugees. There, he met Helena Petrankova,
née Ackermannova, born on April 9, 1904, in Bobrov (present-day Slovakia). She studied pharmacy and worked at a pharmacy in Ruzomberok. A committed
communist, she went in 1937 to help at the Jan Amos Komensky medical unit during the Spanish Civil War.

In Poland, she and Alfréd grew close and, despite the difficult journey, they arrived in the Soviet Union as a couple. Eventually, both joined the 1st
Czechoslovak Independent Brigade. While Alfréd served in the army, Helena worked as a chief pharmacist. Though they could not always be together, they
loved each other deeply. U¢astnil se bojd o Sokolovo a o Kyjev. On New Year’s Eve 1944, a battle at Bila Tserkva began, in which Alfréd fought. Tragically, this
battle proved fatal for him. To this day, the exact circumstances and date of his death remain unknown. Helena never came to terms with his loss and
mourned him especially on every New Year’s Eve.



After Alfréd fled to Poland, Gertruda moved to a flat at Hodoninska 4 in Prague, where she stayed until her deportation to Terezin on February 12, 1942. Four
months later, she was transferred to Auschwitz, where she died.

After the war, Helena Petrankova returned to Czechoslovakia and worked to bring Ruth back from England. Eventually, she succeeded, and seventeen-year-
old Ruth returned to Prague. She later married Jaroslav Drahota, who worked at a textile factory in HoleSovice. They had two children, Oli and Tony.
However, after the 1948 communist coup, Jaroslav struggled to find work because his wife had lived in England for eight years.

On February 2, 1951, Lt. Colonel PhMr. Helena Petrankova was arrested by the State Security. She was unjustly held in custody for more than two years and
subjected to repeated, fruitless interrogations. Despite everything, she believed it had been a mistake. Upon her release, she had nowhere to go but
eventually found an attic apartment at Dlouha Street 18 in Prague. On the walls, she had several pictures, including an enlarged photo of Alfréd. In his honor,
she even renamed a nearby street to Benediktska.

As her health declined, Helena died in the hospital on August 30, 1968. That same year, during the Soviet occupation, it became easier to leave the country,
so Ruth and her family emigrated to England, where the Drahota family still lives today.

Years later, Ruth met Nicholas Winton again, and they became friends. Ruth Drahota passed away on January 13, 2021, and is lovingly remembered by her
family.

She outlived her grandparents by nearly 80 years. Nathan and Laura Benedikt were deported to Treblinka on October 19, 1942, and murdered there.






