VALESKA STERNOVA

t680 doby byd 1
vidilzovh neaplaohild,

Valeska Sternova se narodila se jako Fischerova roku 1869 v Plzni a Zila tu az do roku 1912, tj. do Ctyficeti tFi
let, takze tfeba vidéla, jak roste Velka synagoga a mozna pak do ni chodila. 1912 si vzala rolnika a "pachtyre
pusty" Solomona Sterna z Ippu a potad v rdmci mocndarstvi s nim Sla nejdfiv do Vidné a pak do Sedmihradska.
Solomon tfi roky po svatbé umrel. Nezistalo po ném nic, vykradli ji, prisla o dokumenty, a tak odesla do
Vidné, méla tam stryce, advokata Simona Lowita. Od prosince 1918 ila v Susici a od roku 1926 zase zpatky
v Plzni. Ale protoze Sest let predtim odesla do zminéného Sedmihradska, neméla ¢eskoslovenské obcéanstvi.
Dokumenty ze srpna 1934 ukazuji jeji marnou snahu o ziskani rumunského pasu (lpp u Aradu byl ted v
Rumunském kralovstvi).

Rodice ani sourozenci uz nezili, bydlela u své ovdovélé sestifenice Emmy Weissové ve Skrétové ulici, byla
mofily: "Pan vrchni policejni komisafr Jirchal mé byl tou radou, abych napsala Zadost na vazené ministerstvo
vnitra, aby mné byl pobyt v Ceskoslovensku, kde jest viastné miij domov i bez cestovniho pasu povolen, neb
jsem jiz z toho churava, kdyzZ jsem stdle na policejni feditelstvi v Plzni volana." Povoleni dostala do roku 1939.
V Unoru 1939 zacina koloto€ znovu, ale to uz neni jen véc Ufedniho Simla, je fasizujici druha republika. Pani
Sternova si podd obsdhlou 7adost o povoleni k pobytu (v tu dobu ji je sedmdesat a mimo zapadni Cechy
stravila celkem Sest let) a policejni feditel ma za nutné Zadost komentovat v tom smyslu, Ze je narodnosti
némecko-Zidovské a Ze "vzhledem ke zménénym statné politickym pomérim neni (podtrzeno) zde zvlastniho
zfetelehodného dlivodu pro udéleni Zzadaného povoleni". Pfijde okupace, celé se to tdhne dva roky, dalsi
pfipisy jinych ceskych arednikd (ty po 15. bfeznu 39) uz Zadost podporuiji, fesi to i nacistické urady jesté v
listopadu 1941. KaZzdopdadné je Valeska 18. ledna 1942 zarazena do transportu do Terezina a 19. fijna téhoz
roku do Treblinky na smrt.

(MS)

Valeska Sternova, born Fischerova in 1869 in Plzen, lived there until 1912, i.e., until she was 43 years old, so
she may have witnessed the construction of the Great Synagogue and possibly attended services there later.
In 1912, she married a farmer and "tenant of the pusty" (a rural leasehold) named Solomon Stern from Ippu,
and within the Austro-Hungarian Empire, she moved first to Vienna and then to Transylvania with him. Three
years after their marriage, Solomon died. He left nothing behind, as they were robbed, and she lost her
documents. As a result, she went to Vienna, where she had an uncle, the lawyer Simon Lowit.

From December 1918, she lived in SuSice, and from 1926, she returned to Plzen. However, because she had
spent six years in Transylvania, she did not have Czechoslovak citizenship. Documents from August 1934
show her unsuccessful attempts to obtain a Romanian passport (Ippu near Arad was now part of the Kingdom
of Romania).

Her parents and siblings had already passed away, and she was living with her widowed cousin, Emma
Weissova, in Skrétova street. She was ill and relied on a monthly allowance of 100 CZK from the local Jewish
religious community. Official matters, of course, were a burden for her: "Mr. Chief Police Commissioner
Jirchal advised me to write a request to the esteemed Ministry of the Interior asking for permission to stay



in Czechoslovakia, where | truly belong, even without a travel passport, as | am already in poor health due
to being constantly called to the police headquarters in Plzen." She was granted permission until 1939.

In February 1939, the bureaucratic process started again, but this time, it was not just a matter of red tape—
Czechoslovakia was becoming a fascist-leaning Second Republic. Mrs. Sternova submitted a detailed request
for permission to stay (by then, she was 70 years old and had spent a total of six years outside western
Bohemia). The police director found it necessary to comment on the request, noting her German-Jewish
nationality and stating that "due to changed political circumstances, there is (emphasis added) no special
reason to grant the requested permission."

The occupation came, and the process dragged on for two more years. Subsequent letters from other Czech
officials (those after March 15, 1939) began to support her request, and the Nazi authorities were still dealing
with it as late as November 1941.

Anyway, Valeska was included in a transport to Terezin on January 18, 1942, and on October 19 of the same
year, she was deported to Treblinka, where she was murdered.



